BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


lengthy comparlson. The "Dunkard" 
church of America is over one liundred 
and fifty yea;s old, and yet dues not near- 
ly cover every staie of this country, and 
scarcely toucli any other whether heathen 
or civilized. Oiher denoniinations that 
do not c'aím nearly as much as we do 
have spread themsclves over ihe earth. 
The most strïking instance of what relig- 
ions zeal can do is perhaps characlerized 
in the person of Dr. A. B. Simpson, the 
worthy head of the Chrístian Alliance. 
About twelve yeàrs ago Dr. Simpson wüh- 
drew from a lucrative charge, in a weatthy 
church, and commenced single handed to 
preach the Gospel to the poor of New 
York City. To-day he (through his 
workers) operates through over forty mis- 
sions in that city alone, and is the lead- 
ing spirit in some missionary enterprise in 
nearly every city in this country, and iti 
all the missionary fields of heathen lands. 
He travels from city to city, from state to 
state, and from country to country, to 
fulfil that parí of the commission of 
Christ, which is by us so very much neg- 
lected. Recently he visited the Pacific 
coast. At the close of his meelings in 
Denver over fifty offered their services as 
missiunaries, At Los Angeles one hun- 
dred and seventy-five offered togo as for- 
eign missionaries. His collections are as 
marvelous as his success in cnlisting 
workers. lhiring the late trip he was 
given one check of five thousand dollars, 
at Los Angeles over thirty gold watches 
were laid un the missionary altar, and on 
the closing day of the Alliance Conven- 
tion, in New York, last Octuber, the col 
lection amounted to over fifty-two thou- 
sand dollars. Compare this work of 
twelve years with ours of one hundred 
and flfty years, and then ask yourself who 
is fulfdling the commission of Christ, 
he who goes forth in the spirit of the 
Lord, or he who wraps himself up in the 
letter and stays at home ? 

It is not necessary to make a "hobby" 
of either upen or close communion, as it 
is a question that will not give us agreat 
dea) of bother. Members of other de- 
nominations are about of the same mind 
as we are, and do not care as a rulc to 
com mu ne with us. When here and there 
one rises superior to these common preju- 
dices as is willing to observe the ordi- 
nances with us as we observe them we 
should rejoice in it rather than reject 
them. 

In conc! usi on, I suppose I had as wefl 
anticipate the probable cry of heterodoxy, 
or possibly even heresy. I aní a "dyed- 
in-the-wool," uncotnpromising adherent, 
and advocate of trine immersion, as in- 
deed I could not be anylhingelse as long as 
I contend for literal intcrpretation of 


scripture which is a "hobby'' with me to 
such an ex ten t ihat I have been called an 
"extremist," bm I do not believe that 
our peculiar knowledge uf scripture has 
come to us by inspiration, btit by educa- 
tiun. Until *e have taken the pains to 
educate the rest of the world we cannot 
condemn uthtrs for not observing the or- 
di nances as we ilo. 

1 even agree with Brulher Replugle that 
all the meril there is in baptism is in the 
fonn, or mode as no other mode than 
a three-fold immersion symbolizes what 
baptism issupposedto synibolize. Sprink- 
liiig does not synibolize, a burial and 
pouring does not symbulize a burial, and 
single immersion virtually denics the 
Trinity. 

I trust these scattered observations inay 
stir us up to greater zeal and cnergy in 
what we believe to be tlie truth, and cul- 
livate a broader charity toward those who 
cannot see as we do. 

l'hiladelphia, l'a., 709 Arch St. 


DO TOU KHOW ?- 

That there are niore nien skeplical as lo 
the truths of infidel science than there are 
men skcptical concerning the Hible ? 

That there is only one life, which is a 
lifc of joy, peace and cunteutment, and 
that it is the life made so by tuuching the 
hem of His gannent. 

That touching the hem of his gannent 
mcans soinething niore than belonging to 
church." Masler, the multitude press and 
throng thee. And sayest thou, who touch- 
ed me?" "Yea, I know, Hut some one 
hath touched me for I perceive that viríue 
is gone out of me." Have you drawn 
virtue from Christ. 

That y/OU should read my first assertion 
again and then this : "There is one thing 
that niarsall the pleasure of my life, "said 
an infidel. "Indeed,"' replied his friend ; 
"what is that ?" He answered : / aní 
afraid the Bihle is true. If I could know 
for certain that death is an eternal sleep, 
I should be happy ; my joy would be com- 
plete ! But here is the thorn that stings 
me. This is the sword that pierces my 
very so ui, — if t/te Bible is true, / am tost 
for ever. " 

That you should and can be on the safe 
side ? At least, Ifope is /e/t you. Hope ! 
Ifope f Ah, that is the bri gh test star 
above the world where roams the soul. 

That the greatest battle ever fought in 
this world was fought between the King of 
Heli and the King of Heaven, in the wil- 
derness near Jericho, and upon the out- 
come of that battle hung the destiny of 
worlds on worlds, and what is moreworth, 
f my soul and your soul. 
That he who won that victory will soon 


come again clothed in power and in glory, 
to save and to destroy, 

That that day is not far away. "And 
this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preach- 
cd in all ihe world fora witm-ss 11 11 lo all 
nations ; ami then shall the eud tome." 
(Matt 24 : 14.) 

That the greatest work in this world is 
the saving of sonis, and that the saddest 
thing one that will be saved can then say, 
"I am liere, but empiy handed." 

That saving souls will cause great sacri- 
fice. He, that was hnngered, refuscd 
bread ; that was weak, refused power ; 
that had noi where to íay his head, refus- 
ed all the kingdoms of this world, that he 
tnight save souls. 

That a sermon which is not preached 
for the one purpose, — the saving of souls, 
— is a sermon wasted. The devil loves to 
hear such sermons. 

Thai the only such sermon the writer 
ever preached in the few short years he 
has been in the ministry, was preached 
on the subject, "Is the soul immortal?" 
All sermons preached on that subject are 
worse than foolish, when men arc thirst- 
ing for the bread of lifc. If the soul is 
immortal, let us strive to save it from 
piinishmcnt. If it is not immortal, let us 
strive to make it immortal through C/trist, 
Either can be accomplished by preaehittg 
Christ, but never by arguing the question. 
Eternity alone will decide that question. 

That every harp of an angèlic choir was 
stricken by l•iands celestial, when a soul 
came forth last night ami gave us the hand 
and God the heart. Taking up the flag 
just at the dawn of life, may God help 
her to bear it, though it be torn and crim- 
soned, until the great conunander shall 
say, "Well tloite, thou good and faithful 
servant. Thou hast been faithful over a 
few things I will make thee ruler over 
many things." 

That your prayers are required in be- 
half of her mother, fa the r, brothsrs and 
sisters, whom she so earnestly desires to 
go with her on her way to the Holy City. 
She is the first uf the faniily to come, but 
like Bunyan's Pilgrim, she leaves the City 
of Deslruclion, though she must journey 
alone. 

Taht your prayers are earnestly asked 
here at Auburn, where we are few and 
weak. If Auburn cannot furnish examples 
of faithful members in the great work, 
they are not tu be fuund in the brother- 
hood. 

That we are laboringunder great disad- 
vantages, in not beïng so situated that we 
can have a Sunday-school or a Christian 
Endeavor of our own. But Brethren we 
are going to try and stir the fi re from the 
púlpit, until these disadvantages can be 
overcome. God help sinners to watch 
the beacon which will guide them to their 
eternal home, is my prayer, Amen and 
amen. Louis S. Bauman. 

Auburn, 111., July 22. 


